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Judge OeniesJRay^s Request 
To Halt Transfer Discussion 


James Earl Ray's re- 
quest to halt discussions on 
his proposed transfer to a 
federal penitentiary was 
denied yesterday by IL5. 
Dish Court Judge Frank 
Gray Jr. 

In a brief order, Gray 
reserved a decision cn 
Ray’s request for a pre- 
liminary injunction 
against the proposed 
transfer. 

# IN Washington, mean- 
time, Ally. Gen. Griffin 
Bell told Gov. Ray Blanton 
by telephone that the gov- 
ernor’s proposal to 
transfer Ray to a federal 


institution will be dis 
cussed with House Speak- 
er Thomas P, O'Neill Jr. 
and the House Assassina- 
tions Committee. The 
committee has inter- 
viewed Ray six times at 
Brushy Mountain State 
Prison. 

# ’There has been discus- 
sion at the White House 
[about the transfer pro- 
posalj/’ said Jim Russell, 
a spokesman for the Jus- 
tice Department. “I don’t 
know whether or not it has 
been at the Carter level. 

Gray ruled on Ray’s re- 
quest for a temporary re- 
straining order against 
discussion of the transfer 
after a hearing in 
chambers with Ray's at- 
torney, Jack Kershaw, 
Asst. U.S, Atty. Gary 
Blackburn and Joe 


Haynes, assistant Tennes- 
see attorney general. 

MEANWHILE, Chan- 
cellor Robert Brandt reset 
from tomorrow to July S a 
hearing date in a separate 
suit filed Monday by Ker- 
shaw on Ray’s behalf. 
Kershaw is seeking to 
block the transfer at the 
state level in Brandt’s 
court and at the federal 
level in Gray’s court. 

Kershaw has charged 
the proposed transfer 
would violate Ray’s con- 
stitutional rights if it is 
carried out without a 
hearing. Both Kershaw 
and Ray also have said 
Ray’s life might be endan- 
gered if he is placed in a 
federal institution. 
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